A cold, sunny day when 
Lynn and | assisted in more 
tree planting locally 
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An imaginative concept 
in Enfield Town Park: a 
sluice in the New River 
feeds a new small 
stream that wends its 
way through the park 
feeding the beautiful, 
fairly new, water 
meadow in one corner. 
The cold weather 
caused the water to 
freeze on this sunny 
but very cold day 


Written in May 2021 (but photos 
are from before this date) 


Photo History 


Despite lockdown seeming to radically alter our lives, Lynn and | have been remarkably busy , which keeps us sane. Many are 
complaining of boredom and are really frustrated. We have maintained a really organised (yet different) routine and this has 
kept us really busy. Walks (and Lynn’s running daily) have replaced gym and swim sessions and the inevitable Zoom meetings 
are the equivalent of social gatherings. Yes, these lack the spontaneity of our previous life-style but they are a great alterna- 
tive. Anyway, the point | wanted to make is that these Photo History volumes have suffered in their continuity and | have no 
excuse. The following brief outline (very brief) gives a few indications of what has happened since my earlier entries on page 
38 which was in Feb 20121. It is now May 2021.. 


The furlough payments have been extended. 


Many shops have just reopened, and next week hospitality is reopening its doors to guests. (Up to Monday we had to sit out- 
side in marquees and awnings but no inside gatherings were allowed. This was to ensure an airflow prevented contamination. 


Lynn and | notice that most people are now ‘touching common surfaces’ again without using the obligatory sanitising fluid 
provided (and still deemed necessary. 


Today we ventured to town again and the social distancing and wearing of masks was respected on the way up to town but 
was visibly less complied with on the return journey due to heavier numbers of travellers. Many familiar shops/stores have 
closed permanently 


My swim sessions have recommenced but only lane booking of a daily 33 per session with pre-booking necessary. People 
without phones or computers are therefore at a distinct disadvantage. | swim 4 mornings a week at 6.30am for a full hour and 
am glad to resume some physical activity . Lynn still runs most mornings and on wet dark mornings | am so impressed and 
proud of her resilience. 


We have now got the lowest European virus contagion figures plus the highest roll-out of vaccinations (we have both had 
both our shots) 


Jersey was blockaded by French fishermen a few day ago but that seems to =have fizzled out..In the last few days a frighten- 
ing escalation of the tense situation in Israel and Gaza has flared up once again and it gets a pretty biased media cover here 
without referring to the fact that rockets have been constantly fired indiscriminately into Israel for a long period. Lots of con- 
troversial inflammatory actions on both sides fuel this tense situation to a point where turning back becomes impossible and 
peace negotiations can not be considered.. | feel that a massive offensive will follow and many innocent lives on both sides 
will be lost. In this enlightened era we still witness so much intolerance and hatred in so much of the world. 


It is almost as if mankind is pre-programmed to self-destruct. 
On to more localised matters of personal , if not , of major interest however... 


Walking with ‘the lads’ has now resumed , with forays into the country by a few of us (usually 3-4) doing a ‘recce’ of the main 
walk to walk the route and memorise footpaths etc. Earlier this week | went with Cyril and Stephen for a second bash at a 
walk in Sarrat ending in a pub where we have booked the main walking group of 21 for next Friday. We are not sure whether 
such a large group is practical or even enjoyable, but after the enforced lockdown all were keen to join us once again. 


My mentoring programme is now in its second stage with Matthew having now completed his mentoring. | have taken on 
Barbara, who is a young lady of Polish origin who graduated from a hospitality course with honours last February and has only 
just managed to secure a job. A second position as ‘front of house, greeter’, was then accepted with Gordon Ramsey in his 
flagship restaurant; Petrus in Knightsbridge. She has a secret desire to open a boutique hotel and | managed via the CEO of 
the Institute of Hospitality to secure her some work experience with Andrew Coney who is the GM of The Hari . This is top of 
the class being near Harrods and very smart. 


Lynn and | have managed to book three ‘possible’ breaks. With the talk of mutant strains of the virus rapidly changing the UK 
easing of lockdown , much travel is still in abeyance. In three weeks we hope to enjoy 7 days walking the Wye Valley and the 
bookings are now complete so we will drive to Ross on Wye and commence walking there. . In September we have booked a 
break in the US, flying to LA and returning from San Diego. They are only around 2.5 hours driving apart so we hope to get to 
know the area well. This obviously may not materialise if the situation here or in the USA changes. In January next year we 
have booked a ‘night walk’ in Yorkshire, staying for two nights in Robin Hood Bay. Again this may not materialise but we hope 
qthese all pan out 


Arnon had a very upsetting experience when holidaying in Europe with his 
kids. He had a stroke and luckily they treated him quickly in Sofia and he is 
now recovering back home with the help of Mallory, his delightful new friend 
and with the assistance , of course, of the kids 


= the frozen lake in Berlin 


Next to the sorting office is our pa- 
| thetic small library. At the side of this _ 
is a Covid testing site and the picture | 


Just behind our house this lovely old 


building is being renovated so in the fu- of me shows our daily public mask- 


ture, these shots may prove interesting wearing requirement 


Lynn and 
Larnie 
arriving 


ae 
MAMMA As 


here with 
flowers 
and 
smiles 


One of the pastimes | have enjoyed during ‘lockdown’ was collating some 


Photo History of my photos, together with poems by Larnie, DP and myself plus paintings 
from Lynn and Dad. | am very happy with the resulting book | called 
‘Shape, Form & Poetry’ 
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SHAPE FORM POETRY 


The Cover om ae 
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=a Two of the inside pages 


Acolomry for pavsec times past 
How tong do your words last? 


Are they longer with rony cheeks and seducing age? 


..even Southgate 
roundabout _ in 
the right light can 
have a_ certain 
beauty 


In March 2021 Ivor joined me for a local Enfield walk and he was really pleas- 
antly surprised by the delights of the well maintained Gentleman’s Row and 
New River walk ending in the market square in Enfield 
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Photo Histo 


Photo History 


Over the years, | have accumulated (squirrelled away) loads of 
‘memorabilia’...’ephemera’ or as Lynn would call it ‘..rubbish’. Realising that my 
beloved children faced with their own space problems would finally decide on 
a massive bonfire, | photographed much of it and then produced another 
book which seems to fascinate everyone reading it . Joan and Steve have even 
asked me to give an online presentation for Mosaic featuring this book. 
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It is hard to believe but Enfield Council actually employ someone with the grand 
title of ‘Street Scene Improvements’. Have we got a case for mislabelling?? 


After resurfacing the pavements this is how they left the ‘shrub pits’ outside our house. Despite constant 
emails they flatly refused to do anything about this so you will see in the next album how Milan and Seema 
(our great neighbours) and Lynn and myself improved the appearance at our own expense 


48 


We have managed to get the pond and fountain 
looking great with fish (and tadpoles) so Lynn and | took on the overgrown rear pond but as it proved a major 


task clearing it out we enlisted the help of the lovely Ola who cleared it out in no time at all. 


Photo History 


Meanwhile we descended 
on our allotment at every 
opportunity when the sun 
shone and to Lynn’s delight 
(1!) we even managed to 
get our potatoes planted 
(with the balance coming 
home and being planted in 
troughs in the side passage 
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And to end this volume on a lovely positive note ..this is the wonderful 


card that DP made for Lynn to celebrate her birthday... 


